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Greetings!
I don't know about you, but I'm still wondering where November went, because it feels like
Halloween was just last weekend!  I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. 

I wanted to extend a GIANT THANK YOU to everyone who attended the strategic planning
process.  It was a huge success, and it was truly remarkable to see the community come together
to bolster not only their programs, but also other organizations and the community as a whole.  I
can't thank all of you enough for agreeing to share your time and expertise with us.  I know this will
enable us to continue to provide excellent programming to all of Clark County, so once again, thank
you!

On that note, PACT is busy writing our grant application for state and federal funds for the
upcoming three years.  We should be finished by the middle of December, and we will hear about
funding by March of 2016.  We will keep you in the loop as the process progresses.  We will also
have our updated Comprehensive Community Prevention Plan available in early 2016.  Thank you
to our community for your support!
We are seeing some disturbing drug trends in Clark County, and I'm hoping we are able to bring
these to light so that we can curb these emerging developments.  Spice, or synthetic marijuana, is
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coming back to our community.  We saw this trend start a few years ago, and thanks to our
vigilance, many smoke shops took this terrifying drug off their shelves.  But now that our
watchfulness has eased off, these stores are restocking their shelves and lining their pockets at
the expenses of our children's lives and mental health. 

We are also getting reports that seizures of meth are on the rise again. This is likely a by-product
resulting from a lack of vigilance on our part. When we saw its numbers drop, we started focusing
on other drugs of the day, and that enabled this cheap and dangerous substance to rear its head
once again. 

On a coalition level, we'll be focusing on educating the public about these dangerous drugs. Please
let us know if we can help educate your organizations about the dangers of spice or meth, as we're
happy to do all we can to educate our community.

Have a safe and happy holiday season, enjoy the (relatively) slow weeks ahead, and we will see
you all at the coalition meeting December 16th at 11:30 am!

Jamie Ross
Executive Director

Jross@DrugFreeLasVegas.org

What is the 411 on SPICE?
What is Spice?

Also known as: "K2," "fake weed," "Bliss," "Black Mamba,"
"Bombay Blue," "Genie," "Zohai," "Yucatan Fire," "Skunk," and
"Moon Rocks"

Spice is a mix of herbs (shredded plant material) and man-made
chemicals with mind-altering effects. It is often called "synthetic marijuana" because some of the
chemicals in it are similar to ones in marijuana; but its effects are sometimes very different from
marijuana, and frequently much stronger. It is most often labeled "Not for Human Consumption"
and disguised as incense.
Because the chemicals used in Spice have a high potential for abuse and no medical benefit, the
Drug Enforcement Administration has made many of the active chemicals most frequently found in
Spice illegal. However, the people who make these products try to avoid these laws by using
different chemicals in their mixtures.
Sellers of Spice products try to lead people to believe they are "natural" and therefore harmless,
but they are neither.

Some Spice users report feeling relaxed and having mild changes in perception. Users also report
extreme anxiety, feeling like someone is out to get them (paranoia), and seeing or hearing
things that aren't there (hallucinations) .

Spice is a new drug and research is only just beginning to measure how it affects the brain. What is
known is that the chemicals found in Spice attach to the same nerve cell receptors as THC, the
main mind-altering ingredient in marijuana. Some of the chemicals in Spice, however, attach to
those receptors more strongly than THC, which could lead to a much stronger and more
unpredictable effect. Additionally, there are many chemicals that remain unidentified in products



sold as Spice and it is therefore not clear how they may affect the user. Moreover, these chemicals
are often being changed as the makers of Spice alter them to avoid the products being illegal. 

All information courtesy from NIDA for Teens. Learn more about Spice from National Institute on
Drug Abuse here.

Mayor's Faith Initiative
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Wellness Initiative for Senior Education



Youth Mental Health First Aid



Nevada HIDTA Annual Training Summit



To register click here.

Nevada Partners Youth Program 
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Reminder
PACT's next monthly coalition meeting will
be December 16, 2015 at 11:30 am.

Light Lunch will be provided.

To get current information about PACT Programs and
community updates please follow us on twitter and
like us on Facebook. 

Resource Library

PACT Library
3110 Polaris Ave., Suite 6
Las Vegas, NV 89102
North of Desert Inn, East of
Valley View
Open 9-5 Monday- Friday or by
appointment
 
Care Library
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STAY IN TOUCH    

6272 Spring Mtn Rd. #100
Las Vegas, NV 89146
Between Jones and Torrey Pines
Open: 8-4 Monday - Friday
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"Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working
together is success."

Henry Ford 

   3110 Polaris Ave. Suite 6, Las Vegas, NV 89102
702-582-7228

"This publication was supported in whole or in part by the Nevada Division of Public and Behavioral
Health, Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Agency (SAPTA) through State General Funds
and/or the SAPT Block Grant for the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

(SAMHSA). Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent
the official views of the U.S. DHHS, SAMHSA, or the State of Nevada."
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